Distinguished Lecture at IMI Kolkata on 14th July, 2018 by
Dr. Anil D Sahasrabudhe the Chairman of AICTE who enlightened and
stated the importance of ""Leadership and Autonomy in Educational
Institutes can do wonders"".
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‘Poor Ieadershl to

blame for cU declm -

VC Chosen On

Political Basis,

Not Merit, Says
AICTE Chief

Somdatia.Basu
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Calcutta University;
along with the University of
Bombay and University of
Madras, the pioneer of higher
education and among the ol-
destuniversitiesinthecountry,
lacked leadership and direc-
tion, said chairman of All In-
dia CouncilFor Technical Edu-
cation Anil Dattatraya Sahas-
rabudhe on Saturday. One of
the reasons for their decline
wasthey wereled by vice-chan-
cellors selected on political
considerations, rather than
theiracademicleadership qua
lities, hesaid.

Sahasrabudhe was spea-
king at the Distinguished Lec-
tures series at IMI-Kolkata. On
one hand there were umpteen
examples of poor leaders ha-
vingruined top institutes, whi-
le on the other; excellent lea-
ders have turned poor institu-
tes into excellent ones , he said.
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“Inormally desistfrom giving
examples of poor institutes,
but look at the first three uni-
versitiessetupbytheBritishin
1857—Calcutta, Madras and

Bombay, which held pre-emi-

nent positions till ndependen-
ce. They are nowhere near the
topuniversities of Indiatoday,”
hesaid. “The VCswereselected
based on political affiliations
without weighing their merit.
Thisisresponsiblefortheinsti-
tutes’ downslide. There are Pu-

“njab University, IS¢ and, to so-

me extent BHU, which are over

100 years old but have maintai-

nedtheirexcellentstatus.” -
But education’ minister

Partha Chatterjee dismissed -
‘Sahasrabudhe’s

? concern.
“AICTE is a technical educa-

tion regulatory boiv How can
Sahasrabudhe comment on |

universities which offer inter-

disciplinary courses and have

achieved excellence in huma

1
i

nities and science already? He |
should stick to his field of |
knowledge instead of under- |
mining achievements and glo-
ries secured by Calcutta Uni- |

versity” hesaid.

He said the recent IIM bill |
and UGC's regulation on auto- |
nomy have brought “distinct i
freshness to the academic cir-
cles”, “AICTE planstobringau- :
tonomy regulations to PG ma- i
‘nagement institutes soon,” he
said, adding the status should i

be thrust on institutes that did

“not opt for autonomy outof fe-

an, despitehaving the criteria.
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VCs blamed
for varsity fall

JHINUK MAZUMDARAND
SUBHANKAR
CHOWDHURY

Alipore: Vice-chancellors se-
lected through a process that
ignored merit were responsi-
ble for the decline in the stan-
dards of Calcutta, Mumbai
and Madras universities, All
India Council for Technical
Education chairman Anil Sa-
hasrabudhe said on Saturday.

Union problems were
among the other reasons why
the three universities have lost
their pole positions, Sahas-
rabudhe said while delivering
alecture on “Leadership & Au-
tonomy in Educational Insti-
tutes Can Create Wonders” at
International Management In-
stitute, Calcutta.

“The selection of VCs
based on political affiliations
without weighing merit of the
candidates has led to this sce-
nario,” Sahasrabudhe’s writ-
ten speech handed over to re-
porters said.

“I normally desist from
giving examples of poor insti-
tutes, but look at the first three
universities set up by the
British in 1857 — Calcutta,
Madras and Bombay — which
held pre-eminent positions till
Independence and are now-

here... today,” the speech read.

“...If youlook at their rank-
ing... they stand nowhere.
There are other institutions
who have emerged and these
institutions have slipped....
Why did they slip? Possibly be-
cause of the selection of vice-
chancellors was not right....
Then there were huge number
of other activities.... One thing
is common — there are labour
unions, faculty unions, stu-
dents unions who do not want
activity.... That is the kind of
culture that has grown,” he
said.

Calcutta University has
failed to make it to the short-
list of eight “public institu-
tions” drawn up by an empow-
ered committee of the UGC for
the status of the Institution of
Eminence. Jadavpur Univer-
sity figures on the list.

CU had scored a CGPA (cu-
mulative grade point average)
of 3.2 out of 4 on an eight-point
scalein 2017.

A CU official said members
of the National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
team that had rated the uni-
versity had expressed their
unhappiness over the absence
of modern exam system and
modern teaching and learning
methods in most departments.
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Start courses in sync
with market: AICTE

A STAFF REPORTER

Judges Court Road: Engi-
neering colleges need to start
new courses such as data ana-
 Iytics, cloud computing, robot-
ics and Internet of Things to
attract students and increase
their employability, AICTE
chairman Anil Sahasrabudhe
said on Saturday.

Sahasrabudhe was speak-
ing at a city institute on why
students were averse to engi-
neering courses despite good
scores.

“The nature of jobs is con-
tinuously changing and we
have to prepare our students
with a new curriculum to take
on those challenges... for ex-
ample Internet of Things, ma-
chine learning, robotics, data
analytics and cloud comput-
ing,” he said. “Unless these
courses are taught it will be
difficult to make our students
employable.”

The number of jobs in
large-scale industries has
gone . down, Sahasrabudhe

said. “Infosys, TCS, Wipro, .

Cognizant and other big IT
companies used to recruit be-
tween 30,000 and 50,000 stu-
dents every year. Now, the

Anil Sahasrabudhe in the
city on Saturday.
Picture by Sanat Kumar Sinha

number is between 5,000 and
10,000.”

He was at the International
Management Institute to give
the distinguished lecture on
“Leadership & Autonomy in
Educational Institutes can
Create Wonders”.

This year, 254 seats have
gone vacant in Jadavpur Uni-
versity after the third round of
counselling.

When Sahasrabudhe was

told about seats going vacant, .

he said it could be because

those seats were “in disci--

plines that are no longer in
great demand”.

Something modern has to
be brought into the curricu-
lum of those disciplines so that
employment opportunities are

created, he said. “No one will
be interested in going for the
same old courses.... I told you
the last time I was in Jadavpur
University that you have to
change your curriculum regu-
larly and bring in the industry
perspective.”

Every department need
not have 60 or 100 or 200 seats,
he said. “Some departments
can have 30 seats, some 200 de-
pending on the branch and the
type of opportunities it would
offer.” Data analytics is a pow-
erful branch because so much
datais available and one has to
know how to make use of it,
Sahasrabudhe said.

“Facebook and Twitter
offer free service. They will
know your activities, the food
you eat, the clothes you are in-
terested in and based on that
they will push advertlsements
toyou and make money.”

Ch1ranjib Bhattacherjee,
the engineering dean of Ja-
davpur University, said the
first-year curriculum had
been revised this year. “There
is massive revision in the cur-
riculum as well as examina-
tion in all disciplines except in
architecture and pharmacy
based on an AICTE directive.”
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Calcutta University stands nowhere among the top: AICTE head

Kolkata, Jul 14 AICTE Chairman Anil Dattatraya Sahasrabudhe today said it was a matter of
regret that centuries-old institutions like the University of Calcutta "stand nowhere™ among the
top-ranked institutions of India.

Sahasrabudhe, while delivering a lecture at the International Management Institute (IMI) here,
said, "I normally don't talk of poor examples... But among the first three universities today -
the University of Calcutta, University of Bombay and University of Madras... They stand
nowhere among the institutions of excellence."

He said he wanted to see these universities feature among the top 10 in the country.

"Why have they slipped? Possibly because the leadership was not right... There are some other
universities in the top 10, these universities, too, need to be among the top 10," the top AICTE
official said.

Sahasrabudhe said among the old institutions, Punjab University and Benares Hindu University
have maintained their academic standard.

Citing examples of institutions that have "slipped and been resurrected to glory," he referred to
IIEST, Shibpur, which "had at one time been a great institution, then slipped and thanks to the
autonomy granted to it, became BESU and then IIEST. Now, it has been transformed and
competing with 11Ts."

The AICTE chief also said it was mulling giving graded autonomy to institutions.

"We are thinking of graded autonomy on the lines of UGC's graded autonomy... Liberty to
engage with any foreign university to start innovative programmes,” he said.

He said the AICTE was set to give autonomy to stand-alone PG diploma instutions "who have
got excellent accreditation score through NAAC."

Sahasrabudhe said many government-run institutions were uninterested in autonomy for
various reasons.

"Many government institutions are not interested in autonomy bcause of uncalled for fears of
job crisis and rise in work load. Sometimes, varsities don't want to give autonomy to colleges
under fear of not getting recognition for the achievements of affiliated colleges.

"And for private institutes, many are not interested as they perhaps think why should we create
their own brand when they are already tagged with a brand,"” he said.

In the wake of this, he said the AICTE, MHRD and the UGC were contemplating that if an
institution gets an 'A’ grade accreditation, "whether the college wants or not, autonomy will be
thrust on it."
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Calcutta University stands nowhere among the top: AICTE head
AICTE Chairman Anil Dattatraya Sahasrabudhe today said it was a matter of regret that centuries-old

institutions like the University of Calcutta "stand nowhere" among the top-ranked institutions of India.
By: PTI | Kolkata | Published: July 14, 2018 10:17 PM

AICTE Chairman Anil Dattatraya Sahasrabudhe today said it was a matter of regret that centuries-old
institutions like the University of Calcutta “stand nowhere” among the top-ranked institutions of India.
Sahasrabudhe, while delivering a lecture at the International Management Institute (IMI) here, said, “I
normally don’t talk of poor examples... But among the first three universities today — the University of
Calcutta, University of Bombay and University of Madras... they stand nowhere among the institutions
of excellence.” He said he wanted to see these universities feature among the top 10 in the country.
“Why have they slipped? Possibly because the leadership was not right... There are some other
universities in the top 10, these universities, too, need to be among the top 10,” the top AICTE official
said. Sahasrabudhe said among the old institutions, Punjab University and Benares Hindu University
have maintained their academic standard.

Citing examples of institutons that have “slipped and been resurrected to glory,” he referred to IIEST,
Shibpur, which “had at one time been a great institution, then slipped and thanks to the autonomy
granted to it, became BESU and then IIEST. Now, it has been transformed and competing with IITs.”
The AICTE chief also said it was mulling giving graded autonomy to institutions. “We are thinking of
graded autonomy on the lines of UGC’s graded autonomy... liberty to engage with any foreign
university to start innovative programmes,” he said.

He said the AICTE was set to give autonomy to stand-alone PG diploma instutions “who have got
excellent accreditation score through NAAC.” Sahasrabudhe said many government-run institutions
were uninterested in autonomy for various reasons. “Many government institutions are not interested in
autonomy bcause of uncalled for fears of job crisis and rise in work load. Sometimes, varsities don’t
want to give autonomy to colleges under fear of not getting recognition for the achievements of
affiliated colleges. “And for private institutes, many are not interested as they perhaps think why should
we create their own brand when they are already tagged with a brand,” he said.

In the wake of this, he said the AICTE, MHRD and the UGC were contemplating that if an institution

gets an ‘A’ grade accreditation, “whether the college wants or not, autonomy will be thrust on it.”
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Matter of regret that Calcutta University 'stands nowhere' among top-ranked institutes:
AICTE Chairman

AICTE Chairman Anil Dattatraya Sahasrabudhe today said it was a matter of regret that centuries-old
institutions like the University of Calcutta "stand nowhere™ among the top-ranked institutions of India.

Sahasrabudhe, while delivering a lecture at the International Management Institute (IMI) here, said, "I
normally don't talk of poor examples... But among the first three universities today - the University of
Calcutta, University of Bombay and University of Madras... they stand nowhere among the institutions
of excellence." He said he wanted to see these universities feature among the top 10 in the country.

"Why have they slipped? Possibly because the leadership was not right... There are some other
universities in the top 10, these universities, too, need to be among the top 10," the top AICTE official
said.

Sahasrabudhe said among the old institutions, Punjab University and Benares Hindu University have
maintained their academic standard.

Citing examples of institutons that have "slipped and been resurrected to glory," he referred to 1IEST,
Shibpur, which "had at one time been a great institution, then slipped and thanks to the autonomy
granted to it, became BESU and then IIEST. Now, it has been transformed and competing with I1Ts."
The AICTE chief also said it was mulling giving graded autonomy to institutions.

"We are thinking of graded autonomy on the lines of UGC's graded autonomy... liberty to engage with
any foreign university to start innovative programmes,™ he said.

He said the AICTE was set to give autonomy to stand-alone PG diploma instutions "who have got
excellent accreditation score through NAAC."

Sahasrabudhe said many government-run institutions were uninterested in autonomy for various
reasons.

"Many government institutions are not interested in autonomy bcause of uncalled for fears of job crisis
and rise in work load. Sometimes, varsities don't want to give autonomy to colleges under fear of not
getting recognition for the achievements of affiliated colleges.

"And for private institutes, many are not interested as they perhaps think why should we create their
own brand when they are already tagged with a brand," he said.

In the wake of this, he said the AICTE, MHRD and the UGC were contemplating that if an institution
gets an 'A' grade accreditation, "whether the college wants or not, autonomy will be thrust on it."
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Calcutta University stands nowhere among the top: AICTE head
Press Trust of India | Kolkata Last Updated at July 14, 2018 22:05 IST

AICTE Chairman Anil Dattatraya Sahasrabudhe today said it was a matter of regret that centuries-old

institutions like the University of Calcutta "stand nowhere" among the top-ranked institutions of

India.

Sahasrabudhe, while delivering a lecture at the International Management Institute (IMI) here, said, "I

normally don't talk of poor examples... But among the first three universities today - the University of
Calcutta, University of Bombay and University of Madras... they stand nowhere among the

institutions of excellence.”

He said he wanted to see these universities feature among the top 10 in the country.

"Why have they slipped? Possibly because the leadership was not right... There are some other
universities in the top 10, these universities, too, need to be among the top 10," the top AICTE official
said.

Sahasrabudhe said among the old institutions, Punjab University and Benares Hindu University have

maintained their academic standard.

Citing examples of institutons that have "slipped and been resurrected to glory," he referred to 1IEST,
Shibpur, which "had at one time been a great institution, then slipped and thanks to the autonomy
granted to it, became BESU and then IIEST. Now, it has been transformed and competing with 11Ts."

The AICTE chief also said it was mulling giving graded autonomy to institutions.

"We are thinking of graded autonomy on the lines of UGC's graded autonomy... liberty to engage with
any foreign university to start innovative programmes," he said.

He said the AICTE was set to give autonomy to stand-alone PG diploma instutions "who have got
excellent accreditation score through NAAC."

Sahasrabudhe said many government-run institutions were uninterested in autonomy for various
reasons.

"Many government institutions are not interested in autonomy bcause of uncalled for fears of job

crisis and rise in work load. Sometimes, varsities don't want to give autonomy to colleges under fear

of not getting recognition for the achievements of affiliated colleges.

"And for private institutes, many are not interested as they perhaps think why should we create their
own brand when they are already tagged with a brand,” he said.

In the wake of this, he said the AICTE, MHRD and the UGC were contemplating that if an institution
gets an ‘A’ grade accreditation, "whether the college wants or not, autonomy will be thrust on it.
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Kolkata, Jul 14 (PT1) AICTE Chairman Anil Dattatraya Sahasrabudhe today said it was a matter of
regret that centuries-old institutions like the University of Calcutta "'stand nowhere® among the top-
ran

Calcutta University stands nowhere among the top: AICTE head

Published: July 14, 2018 10:09 PM IST

Kolkata, Jul 14 (PTI) AICTE Chairman Anil Dattatraya Sahasrabudhe today said it was a matter of regret that
centuries-old institutions like the University of Calcutta “stand nowhere” among the top-ranked institutions of
India.

Sahasrabudhe, while delivering a lecture at the International Management Institute (IMI) here, said, “I normally
don’t talk of poor examples... But among the first three universities today — the University of Calcutta,
University of Bombay and University of Madras... they stand nowhere among the institutions of excellence.”
He said he wanted to see these universities feature among the top 10 in the country.

“Why have they slipped? Possibly because the leadership was not right... There are some other universities in
the top 10, these universities, too, need to be among the top 10,” the top AICTE official said.

Sahasrabudhe said among the old institutions, Punjab University and Benares Hindu University have maintained
their academic standard.

Citing examples of institutons that have “slipped and been resurrected to glory,” he referred to IIEST, Shibpur,
which “had at one time been a great institution, then slipped and thanks to the autonomy granted to it, became
BESU and then IIEST. Now, it has been transformed and competing with IITs.” The AICTE chief also said it
was mulling giving graded autonomy to institutions.

“We are thinking of graded autonomy on the lines of UGC’s graded autonomy... liberty to engage with any
foreign university to start innovative programmes,” he said.

He said the AICTE was set to give autonomy to stand-alone PG diploma institutions “who have got excellent
accreditation score through NAAC.”

Sahasrabudhe said many government-run institutions were uninterested in autonomy for various reasons.
“Many government institutions are not interested in autonomy because of uncalled for fears of job crisis and rise
in work load. Sometimes, varsities don’t want to give autonomy to colleges under fear of not getting recognition
for the achievements of affiliated colleges.

“And for private institutes, many are not interested as they perhaps think why should we create their own brand
when they are already tagged with a brand,” he said.

In the wake of this, he said the AICTE, MHRD and the UGC were contemplating that if an institution gets an

‘A’ grade accreditation, “whether the college wants or not, autonomy will be thrust on it.”
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